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“Transformation”: Formation of Idea, Reconstruction of
Metadiscourse and Changes in Journalism
A Case Study on The Paper

ZHOU Ruiming

Abstract

This article applies institutional analysis on the “transformation” of journalism in China. With
the case The Paper, a renowned and emerging online media outlet, the author argues a) as an idea,
“transformation” unfolds on the level of policies and programs without philosophies; b) as a discourse,

coordination proliferates “in-and-out” with peers, and communication is dominated by journalists with
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the public. “Transformation” shows pragmatic views of journalists on what to do, as well as normative
principle of what one ought to do. Therefore, as a keyword to understand changes in journalism,
“transformation” is mainly deemed as an extension to China market-oriented media reform since
1990s. Based on this, a digital and networked communication space is only regarded by journalists as
momentum to continue stimulating journalistic activities back to news instead of propaganda, rather
than reconstructing power relations in journalistic field. This conclusion makes prerequisites to further
exploration on the process and consequence of changes in journalism in China.
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W, HiEE Sl 5 “Pkik”  (Alexander, 2016; Bruns, 2011; Zelizer,
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PR EIRBITT RO “AFEE” Bl 5ok 2 RIS
AUCHIVK, 20115 i, 2015) o BB TEHIEAMES A SaE SRR 51N
PSSO A T SATUR EL IR AR 7 . 4T e mn i A 05 20, SO s Tk
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X HTHAUE B 5 P st A SO s PRI, WP BE B3, B 58 ENE T A
IER ST SIS, M0 LN R 5 A I L E NS L HEATEK
. XA AR,

ASGEVATEE A 3 SO OB IS TS, DU = 0t oe. 4553k
20154E4E “RETHRTET AR “B2R” ) 9o HINZ SIS M50 24121 b1
TR, BRI M BGERI T A" AT, RGO AT 2
A ITHY

— TEJaH B B iE

HE (institution ) J&=@rillE =X (new institutionalism ) M2 MR Cre X HLE
W REBE A 2 “BOGH " —— MIE S A . BRI Ea -
LGTATTERESL, AR RIS —— R eRNE . LR
RS HLVETRIIAEN o 2 RN BURBETA 22 5T A G R AR Fr B
RGN, VAR TATEE X R R R . INHBEAME ERR . 2Rk R
AMArAE, 85I ANBRESATED, ATEIR T R, AR FIBTAE R (Hall &
Taylor, 1996; &5, 1997) .

T IIAZ L RSO R AT 2 A AT 7090 I Zemt o il B A o
Ao MBGRE R FTEI e, MERRIEAAT N Z RIS AR, LUK B AR PR A
Tt AR B 3 XA M ST IR o — ARG AR A e A T R ok
/R (Peter Hall ) FIZ54)) ( Rosemary Taylor) o Al PREFTHIE 3= X M it 530 —
B PrsailEE 2 X Chistorical institutionalism ) . HEVEZEEEHIE 3 X (rational choice
institutionalism ) FIHE2 il 32 3 (sociological institutionalism ) o 3 53l & 22 M E
SKRAEARNS | 2 RS E RUERIE S5 AT Z IR, i s fEr A £
FRAUTRIFERTR I, 5B P B AN SRl R R B AR ORI R s PR
Ve 3 SUROE , AOAT B A — B E R e s8R, v TSR, 17
Bl QI R AT MM B SR RO o XSRS P ST R R . G I
IEARRPEVE ] AL MR OB AEMRE, ot Z AR 2R AT 1 e il
JEI B EGAE, R AT e 14 S = FPRIR R . ALt il g 3
SRR S MR TE) Z M s B B BRI, A TE) S RRAT A B R
( Hall & Taylor, 1996) .

HTF EAR=FEA, hiEd]E 3 X (discursive institutionalism ) 24 7 MO
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SATEE DI R o SR HH X —BE S fEE R (Vivien Schmide) (2008)
W, IREBEE I — R R RN RERANE, WA =1ER: (1)
HUK (policies ) J&, HBURMIE I MR HCE S “BOT %" 5 (2) By
(programs) =, 4. WA ARBERIZITIORET ;s (3) #HE (philosophies ) S,
FRIE S ER AR RO A0 (worldview ) o —ANERAUSTIN T 73 PR —
SN, ] R4 2 (what is and what to do ) 3 & 7EMY, %M
“ARiZ 12" (what one ought to do ) Iy “f+224F, 223" (what is
good or bad about what is ) o JFhiH, JEEARF N BEUEM S A& R T A
W, XEAFATEIEAEAR SR REW S B ahd B B LA simds: —
e (coordinate ) T, TRBCRHIE EHNL SRR AL 2l
1 ( communicative ) WHE, BUGITENE A ARG T EVF ( presentation )
i1 (deliberation ) AIE 241k (legitimation ) o iXAF, HIEERNAT4T8), £4T8)
HIW AR BB, BE22IaATEIE A (structures ) , MU TED# GIE ML
BHIFHD) (constructs ) ( HM, 2010) o WLRE TUEE, wHhBMA . HEEUE,
FEVEIE SR, ATB)E N B AUk i B A

M AR T DI B A A7 HURE R D3 o RV D Sl 2 3 PRV Bl
F2 SOMIAE 22 0 B A2 = M B A e 1 A7 2 2 e ORS00 7 R 1 J&)
PR, R =R A WA AN R AR A AL 2 5 AR Ry WA TEh S AT )
oMo AN, IX = RER AR AR > SIS I AOIRDE, X A BT AR S b g e il 2
Y (Lieberman, 2002) o oA GG g 3 3 IEHA = B—, 1rah&H
A AR B RE “UWEM2HETT”  (background ideational abilities ) A1 “Hij 5t
THIERE /17 (foreground discursive abilities ) o 1X A 1E 1 il B 25 SCHRE 1L Dy sl il BE
FICEEENES . BIATEIE DI s, 56—, A7 3 TR g 4 3¢,
VBT TE R ORI R 25 ¢ &R Cinterests ) A& “EIUH” (real) , HAE “K
" (objective ) “WiEr”  (material ) , 42 “FWAG7 (‘subjective ) o s
=, RYERERE XS i AP AR AL, EATE AR 2
AR EY) (Schmide, 2008) o

AR RN 3 A= ol L v YA e =Y W 1 S R e o2 ] WA S
JelE A o RN 3 SRR, WEFTERERT I MO W s R Ak, 5k
S A P R S E MO BT IS . A S E S EIRESNE R N
PSR, il dl R TR B Gt s AT AR, 0 S 2 el vl B Bl B 1
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IS, SR ZhAE L E B A A 3E T ((Gans, 19795 Gitlin, 1980;
Tuchman, 1978) . HEQ 2 N, 25 T AU H A7 F 2, il
M (objectivity ) JE NI EE kA= =15 sh b iR S8 A5, (strategic ritual ) ( Tuchman,
1978 ) o XU REIFRFAT, BUATH [ SRR AL 2 . D RN EM KR
A, RN 47745 ( Michael Schudson ) (1978 ) G UF I F 21X —
Mo SRIMIX M AT AT IR, X R 5 SC s sh & a7 AT LA
VERLARY; Ye A SR Bk HH H SRR, HTEMO BT AE TSR
7 L RN T 2T75%, B 58%. El—THWE, Skt /s e
Sk LA NA RSk, HEshE A P RREl e IXsE N T I AT
Tz

AL REBOR AT A i ED Y A ek, SR A B AU ™ 2 #riE
WA AT, At I BRI RGEB Y o ARTHTA, it 7o Resr bl Y
HTTANmAIRSA A L il o EaBR B, Erlk B, [EMAUIEAT
AV, ERARAR RS T8 T ML 5087 ] TR 2B Wil 5 A BRI T8 Z
S22 AR 25K 71 (Lewis, 2012) o AN, Sl ML A BAEAR T T, 4E5
e 5 SN A (Blaagaard, 2013; Carlson, 2015; Graves, 2016) o iX
WS F, WA TE Bk S AR A . AR S
A, AFFESATER AT Y . Ha RS Y (legitimacy ) fAT7E R ITIEA
( Carlson, 2016; Carlson & Usher, 2016) o 3HEHIE 3= X OFE BB TV AR T,
TR N FCHEA TR T el rh AU D O R AR Bl AR 20

il B oy A AR T BOR A p g R T R S R H AR et Wi 2
( Bartholomew Sparrow ) g : 1E o MR S T2 75 R VUG Bl A ) 4
ko Ahdb—2BHaH, ERarH RS, (P70 N 2 B B I SNSRI =, A
WHEZF RGAARR =T S BGOSR AR A AR > R 2= 8 . AP
RN DL, BB, BRI . Sz AR s il i Y& F A8k (Sparrow, 2006 )
IR SR, E IR E S, MG S TS m AL S0,
Wi, FrE MR R T MARE iR AS 0], B R W U A
JoFas e AR =SS, 18T DU ARSI T FIWT R 55 A i K B (B
e, BB, 2002) o XA EREHA ( “9eiR” “PREINBHA™ AR
MR O B8Rk “IREISMNEAR” SR ) 2 MR sy .
THERCEX “MERBHR” M HEHA” a3 “TURBE” , X FE O
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N, WEETT S R BT N UG QAT S TN HET TR it 1ot 5l o3 B UL AN 71
AR G A1 OC A, i AT R (k%4 , 2014488 H
20H) .

ARSI FE AR AR R g : FEAL R BORAS A [l 2 20 (D 1358
N, afr A R NTFFRRAR DR DX — R R AR BRI, XA
Gy ¥

B, R SRR, DL AT, EAIER?

S, PSS s . BOCHT RN TR B A R 2 S

=, AR I s h AR B AU o AR

=. hiE: 250ERNREIRR

B —RIA T FIROETEN, 20144E7 A22H 2%, REER FiiR SR
(MR FAREEMT ) %A ERARAT PRI RET N R . FERshik
TSR T R P 3 R 8T 1 53 A i, 2 _BAREEPTIHER) “HiBtAmE” ~—. B Ll
CHRITRARDY  CPR B ) 1y “B” e, B X REI, ERgAUL
Pk F AR X R T R, RIS ARR ARG SEERIES R, H
b T IEIRERI, AL (s EEEA ) M TR WRE I, AN
JEo 20171 H1H, RFET], FREBEMRF R I 5B,

W FERE, HON R — KR iPhone N B G #0258 55244, AR oML 4
B R WREFRR CILER g, JUEE A CRERRET . RERHIBL “E
PRFERN” ST A T AR E MT S A Rl (CRTE, B, 20145 BR
B, 2015) o HEFRAER, MEEFEAUATE A, e, EriE 2 sl
TEXNEEARHTHR T, RS ¥ E A DA Sle BT Bedr H Bhsft, DLBSK
Ll RIEAIREFRE ISR A, W A RS R K AR . T
Ui, W EE ] DU S BB R A A T E i b pr ik & i AU, %
AL R Ak

20154F4 H& 2015512 H, TAZFFAHLZARGE A 55 > e 5 1 S T 2 5300
8, RER, TRACGMHEES A B 2010/ N, Pl BAE B g R 0 N T A7 P AR AR AT A
ah, WAL SRUTHTE AN SE T e . PRI, FRmgafd . 05 a8 L e
L, sk HERs FORIETT . MR . RIS SMERI TAE. 2Rk
2, BRSSP EL,



EFEER 2019.03 B E AT

LT TERE TR, Hhga R ZHONICEMn . I n% . Sl iRk
A, ik T300ER DL, 109224 1o i L, Hdi B A, &«
P24 Ao 30fz 0 T4, ML D T HAEF 6N, AR THEFE3AN, T
FHEUA; &R T20A, REAEBEA TN, S DA . FRAEIEARAh AT
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U, B — 1T HEBES
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MWIRHENETE, Pl TATR SR -

POX TR TR — A S A PR B . SR TRt . HERGE . s i
EAE, BRSSO “FBARIIE" |, DURF R SHER — 30 Y
AEREEORRGHT = e 2R ErR A R e 2 . SINE EIREE 5
BRI GBI e RPTARBE, AR LA ABEE M S ORI R
7, WIS T ESIBH, RSS2 X A it N P R . R, X4
HICAZNE LRI, Te SR E—— KK R S g e, DO A T
B NI R IS AR, ELEROR E A S 4

W i 28 T RRETAUN AR E N BORSEL, e (PRI I 2 i o
BETRRTATIELL 5 NNV, 0% “N3” FR2HaqER AL, Bl & i vl LA B
PIBNESAEIX DN 5900 20144562, AR HIR., Jrdett . i il e S5 b e AL e it
FRAEHE & E AT % P, AR BERIGEE D EAT A (T8, 201547 H22
HD o % WA R DURF R HIERRIHRAL (B, Wee. STess) Oy
T N, WEFRBERAT A it TR R, DU . —f0ih . MBOR
EUE, HBAATIR T BRSO AR RO K, S B BRI YR
ElibEa RSS2

SRl R EAEHLR O BRI R E X — 2
NV S5 EE e T AR A 2 R A T T AR AL R LT 3 R B P 2 o I
FIHLN b, XM e DAY RIS A SRR T, IeE A
BOE Sy B2 Wit =" FASCRARERIN, RIS AR e ~F 5 AR A
M, VAR 9T giitPIBNrar,  “HiBtkmib” FR R % B4 gL, BA
K. CWEATIHT TSN P A B R B TR, ARG ] 2D
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TURAE CHIBMAIRT T NADATETHT o ZRFRERGEPIBNAL T — MR
MR AR BRI s . BT R S rh i R | 0 -
GRS A TR Z AT B IR BRI TS50 T FRIEFERI AR ARG
B SRIGEST SO RIE BRI TR B HTHIZR AL 8], FRIRICE RS (bear) K
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AN, T H FBGEAE S ERT SR R ECCER . B S T4 FR “The
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i, P Hr i A R E R s RAE AR PR X RAEE X
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W “F g

PAbse “BOHHET” BCR: BOR b, THE— DS o, R ims
s AR EL O MARAREE RS R, PRAFAE TR BN KHE . Z P2k I s AU
ML, DI SHTBATE " MR RS R SRET, FRREEEE . SRUPREE . AR
i OGRS AR e = AR N Nl e e s A H S
BNH oA L, BEHEH AITRART L U “The Paper™  “GEZFET , MU
TAENGIRIIRSSARIE o o5 T PR A T i 1 B AL Ry,

(=) oL nplerte, AT

IR R i) T 7 XA RTINS - e AR SR R A A
ProRE B I s gett, ORI 2R S5

1 AIIAK: B esad il s st



EFEER 2019.03 RIS
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SPGB, BIGRBOR BR RN R 25 HUR A
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BN SS . ZUE I, SHXA SHEART s FEEAERT, A
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AT BT AT E 580w, A2, Frig2ea iz /. SRR el e vl
AR —Y BRI o IRAERE AR .

ARG RIAILE . LR, B30T L8, IR R TARSFF 5
WA BRI AT T, AILEFAEANER, RN REREAE, 4
AAE KT AFFARFLERRT .~ TR, HAFHEAMAFHEL,
4o RAF LA EE LRI, B R EELIBARIT . 12K,
PRI RA RRZAK, BAREE, BARELHE, X ART X, 99%F
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MZHEVGERAE, R R 10 SRR EE R BOR | fll ., 4121
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HEBn v, #Mple MRS 7)7 o X MR BN AL RELS
Ko fIXAEIR:
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5, MARREHK, INGRF—FRXAE, H %R E, BHLIERET
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IXFEREAR O RBEE . MR B, B R R E A DHIE . X AT LA
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