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Selective Spiral ——A Mega, Meta, Predictive and Presumptive
Theory of Communication

ZHAO Xinshu

Abstract

This research introduces the theory of selective spiral. The theory attempts to connect,
integrate, expand, and apply the classic empirical theories of communication research, therefore
a mega theory. It includes a theory of communication theories, therefore a meta theory. It makes
predictions about communication behavior and impact that can be tested empirically, therefore a

predictive theory. Finally, it provides a framework of understanding that fills the gaps between
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empirical observations, connects dots, explains causes, and interprets meanings, therefore a
presumptive theory.
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NG B ETUMEEARIT N, BIAE (release ) . F2UK (reception ) L2553
(relay ) AR (reaction) , — A—RA&kik, — AN—kFZW . — N—IRNFT— A
— IR R AL A AR R i/ N SRR AL, BV (round ) o PR T IXPURPIEAAT A
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Fr (round) o

B OB O TIOR ., 1 SOSAT A AR L, B AR R L AT AE R T
KM R RN, s BB i —4, WutiEs, 27095, X
FhE N BT RAT A, BIERAE (recycle) o KA, [ E 2 A0S EERA(E
F—f . —H, — AR (reaction ) AW . & KA, 18 AR
2 NIK . KIBIEIEEN (repercussion) , JENEE-LNRIEISR . MR AR TN
(release, reception, relay, reaction, and recycle ) FI-EFIRILG (HFIR AT M0 I
round Mlrepercussion ) o EI1ER-CMR IS 2 AIFOCER ;s HIEM/EE LRI T/
e GO, 2017) .
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(1) TP (selective release ) o JLT-ATAT o B RUR AL BRI SL0E
HeHEIRE, BEMGIENAE . e irkEen. Flaheie, FEERE,
BN, AMEZRERE, DAMCHA SRR A8 s A # s A5 B VRS Bk 2
FA VeI ER & 12645 B, (Entman, 1993; Gerbner & Gross, 1976; Gerbner,
Gross, Morgan & Signorielli, 1980; Iyengar, 1991; Iyengar &Simon, 1993;
McCombs & Shaw, 1972; Pan &Kosicki, 1993, 1997; Scheufele & Tewksbury,
2007; Shaw & McCombs, 1977) o “F NES” 1 “BEoh” HICHE BELIEEZ
Bl BER s 52 A, W PREAS S M ( Davis & Baran, 1981; Lowery & DeFleur,
1995) &

] o A% 425 40 3 1) O RUE EAERERL) T (New World
Information and Communication Order, The MacBride Commission, 1980;
Schramm, 1964 ) , ML IR ST —2 B, G #iAL ( Gramsci,
1971, 1992) FISCAREE Y (Lee, 19805 Said, 1978, 1993 ) [WFRE, #BFadri
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(2) R (selective reception) o BEFEMRIGC, NI, T,
DA S FH A AT R38R AN =2 3 52 A HEE A 0 I S AT e BRI IR (S B . (Bryant &
Zillmann, 1984; Freedman & Sears, 1965; Frey, 1986; Hart et al., 2009; Jonas,
el., 2001; Katz, Blumler & Gurevitch, 1973; Katz, Haas & Gurevitch, 1973;
Klapper, 1966; Sears & Freedman, 1967; Zillmann & Bryant, 2013)

52N, smSURARE Bl 52 AP 5 2 E A B, AR A S IA
PR, SRk 25 BRI Ie B, S RO e 2 R T By

(3) BB (selective reaction ) o KL fE2sbHE, JEHE S50
HRAT S ERIS M 7T, RABAE T AT B B SO o AHSCHEE | W 7S RISk
AT, RIS A2 . T RIS (Festinger, 1957) &I, 1EN
MURE BRSO, AT ER TN R A SE 2 M8 (cognitive
dissonance ) o AFIEFERIE (Heider, 1958) AN, AT B A SE RN
Ffi; ( cognitive balance ) o MIHEREHIAE (ELM Petty & Cacioppo, 1986) I\ A, &
A SZ T AT A% N Cinvolvement, R R Ay S k3 AROSE 5 1) 35 32
PE) o AXEEH, —FEEeH sk A T RS B SO S By s AP
FAEAFIERA 25 (selecting factor ) , BI “SR”  “SFfli” of “RN”

JUPPT A S oRSCR e, kil BEoi, mhith, MEZR, B2 REEgh, SRR
£ | RE - N 1) 8 AN iV - NS Rvivt2 o) VAR SN R ey deray =1 (1 =) % AN
M (congruent) o BIFINAE R EPIE I LW E 2 —, B ARBAR BT AR
75 ARSI DS 2 2 BRI P52 (ptddefs ) 2
(R . A S A S MY

(4) B (selective relay ) o SR WL HELEIAZ LK,
15 LG R A 2B K ( Barzilai—Nahon, 2008; Lewin, 1947; White, 1950;
Shoemaker, et al., 2001; Shoemaker & Vos, 2009; Singer, 2006) . Mif X Fiji,
RPN o ABFE & LR B SCA BT MBS N, GRS e PR e
MRz Rs—24k,

(5) WEEIAE (selective recycle) o RN IR SE N —4 (round ) %
W RN K, e fm BRI RA . PR A mAT I ER, W
TN . e k. mERW . BERTRON . B R MR BB e, A AIRAE
WA, JFEFEE R ST NS A DB EJE ( Noelle—Neumann, 1974,
19915 Scheufle, 2000) , SRIVIZHE (reinforcing spiral, Slater, 2007 ) , F1iH74
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( Donohue, Tichenor & Olien, 1975; Hwang & Jeong, 2009; Tichenor, Donohue
& Olien, 1970) , WL ( Gerbner & Gross, 1976; Gerbner etal., 1979, 1980) , |1l
%% ( Adamic & Glance, 2005; Jamieson & Cappella, 2008) , RFEIZjE ( Cappella
& Jamieson, 1997) , MEMEURNE ( Feng & Zhao, 2016; Zhao, Feng, Liu & Deng,
2018 ) FISMTIZHE (spiral of imbalance, LK, 2012; B & H4kE,
2014) ,

Hrp a2 “Flhadg”  ( communication within science, 2 W Burns,
O’ Connor & Stocklmayer, 2003; Nisbet & Scheufele, 2009; Trench & Bucchi,
2010 ) HONH DY i Msht i teteiEierh, £25Mme, e A5, g,
WhE, (B, B, 2%, 4, BUEREEL, VISMEshekish. ZI8eiE
WAPERMATES, B, RS EE TR IR, X2—15E
4. B, iR, A EARTESIENE (static inertia) o X2 AH
B AR AT ARG AR, A EX AT TTERIENE (spiral of
silence ) o 1EM, (Feng & Zhao, 2016; Zhao, Feng, Liu & Deng, 2018)

(6) BEPEFEM (selective repercussion ) o IV ERRBEMKMES, 1]
SR AN B RIS, FAREE “HEEBYE”  (mere exposure, Fang,
Singh & Ahluwalia, 2007; Zajonc, 1968; 2001) “Z#4%J%” (majority illusion,
Lerman, Yan & Wu, 2016) “MAXZY"  (bandwagon effect, Leibenstein, 19503
Nadeau, Cloutier & Guay, 1993; Simon, 1954 ) DLK “[Fl5% 2" BN (echo
chamber effect, Jamieson & Cappella, 2008) , [foldlfl. sfk . Ok, HE=EEREME
HP SR A AT RR S i R B ], SECII . KYERERSEN (repercussion ) ,
W ( polarization, Baldassarri & Bearman, 2007; Barber & McCarty, 2015;
Fiorina & Abrams, 2008; #X.C, 2008; 2009a) . M8k, 15 EMENE, w4
ARERIRRE, maE X, RN, AN, #HAHEIIA . S, Pk, 4ERE. HIg. 7
TR AR o AR BRI 5o, A HEISS T b B, semkss, 2
YERE IR TP BB S £

—. TEEIie R R IRNE

VPRI DX oy PURME IR, B RUBINY S AR, It X o3 PR
i, BIABIE St e,

(1) EESAN SRR (point effect vs process effect ) o fZIRZIN F] 55 AN
2, —RE-ATEXN AR AN TS RN TR R, Broy ISR
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N (point effect ) M “BSBESUN”  (period effect ) , A BN . aibA FHE 2]
PR ST . R . AEAGN . AR P38y, DA SRS FTRESSN , #
JE T BN

R BOI N Z RS, BN S G AERE N, k. KBRS, 2
NIRRT (process effect ) o BIAH, FEUTERIRIE (spiral of silence ) 1 FEHT,

“DEERY” (minority illusion ) fEADUER, & RGN o — ADTERTERAt A DT
AR, DU E G AR AE R UER, D& AN, ( Noelle=Neumann, 1974, 1991;
Scheufle, 2000) o MAEHIN (knowledge gap ) ¥ RMIMLHI, 2 RS M
5 B RUACHEANARR BRI, BB s i “RR A B s B AR B 2 IR
AN ES, SERREREY K, g A% (Donohue, Tichenor &
Olien, 1975; Hwang & Jeong, 2009; Tichenor, Donohue & Olien, 1970 ) o

(2) SEFE 5 FEFE (point theory vs process theory ) o FELTET S
PSRN PN, oS EFE (point theory ) 5 R d U S8, B3
ST RS, MO RIS (process theories ) o AJUAZS b FEEREHY, BT
DL EDUEREE BRI AN, AT BT ( diffusion of innovation, Rogers, 1962) ,
WA 208 ( polarization, Iyengar & Hahn, 2009; Iyengar, Sood & Lelkes, 2012) ;
BRAIRGE ( reinforcing spiral, Slater, 2007 ) , WY (cultivation, Gerbner & Gross,
19765 Gerbner et al., 1979, 1980) , &% (echo chamber, Adamic & Glance,
2005; Jamieson & Cappella, 2008) , RAGIEFE (spiral of cynicism, Cappella &
Jamieson, 1997) , 1HMEMERE (spiral of inertia, Feng & Zhao, 2016; Zhao, Feng,
Liu & Deng, 2018) , JM42HE (spiral of imbalance, RO & 1B4KIE, 2014) , &Y
EBhE GO, 2017) , MR IEE CGROLW, 2017b) , 25,

(3) IS ST (process theory and process philosophy ) o FiR A
WEAT ., AR EA AR — B, HEE AR A RAT, e A e, sk
JEUL, PeFRIRHEE N SRR S A FOR IR I o (EAE EROR S BN, (738
WIS K, et AR NP, SERARASTE B s ik, A S IELflimn) 74
RS, DAL S E AR, ARG Mt SIEA N, I S Bk
WA 52 H 25 B, 1fn 2 M BN A2 A I BR8N s PR |- St
AR, IS 1 B A A )1 H 25 N, igrnais T2 R B e
AN H fr i i B S

MIXASE SR, A THE B R ap AL e B e e, S T
ISR “IFEE 2" (process philosophy, Whitehead, 1979 ) AJHAS)
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PAINE RS

=. TEAFERIC B IFIZAE

PEN—RSabEe, deRREre i — D EEIhRE L P ( prediction ) .

Bildn, BRI I B MR (selections ) Z [AIUAHE JE R 1XEE3E A1)
AETA Nk, EHAUL AR, —& “RAHERE” (congruent selections ) , 1
A AR 2 MBI T 2 RIF 5 A . AR Rl HA S A e e, Bdn, Ak, &%
e, FERX =R O IR, AR E MU AR BT ], s F AR
BT, R AN RO . g AR (incongruent selections ) ,
RS I RDSEAAL A T Z RARE T 0] SRR LS AR R g B, BN & &
[ RBGE T, s F R ESUR R ] o PRI U, AE— ek
W Feor B MEE B gy, KRR L FELER T, RO R & s B
Pl BB, el = SIREE, (eFARESRE s (Ho2, hiipdher IR RAOR
H R EHE I R AHZE RS (Ngetal., 20165 Zhao etal., 2016)

an, BHEEREL, NTMBUR RS | s M e 1 OB R TR sl Pk By o s W Bk
B, RV BT A SRR 2, X —d B, R =3Er
AT, DABOGYS, 20 e Beagie” s SON A IS OB TR (Ng
et al., 2016; Zhao et al., 2016; BULH, 2002, 2009, 2012; UM & H4kIE,
2014 ) o HPPARIIURHAR Z [AAAE R 2 BOW @AM, PSR N ST R s
AT . % B FFENERBE ( reinforcing intra—spirals ) , [ AR
Z e HEZRE ( antagonizing inter—spirals) o FENSHEERZRE (inter spiral) 8]
HEIRE TIRAL NP IABE”  ( dumbbell spiral, Z WG, 2017, X E2) ,
W 82T P USROS &, S EGE S Re, ] URCRIROGHOE, S8H0R
WERE . XJUFr “HE” , ATDLEREISR . HIX . R el R i iR, D b S
B A", RV BGE B Slos RS X R AR AR N o 1L, TR
A, KR EER

VEPRIRHEFIC A — IS, XAMESR NI VEZ TS T A SR 7T
KA

9. TEAFRIZIRICHEIFIZNE
VeRRIRIE A S — R, ARE TGRS, e — AR AR S
e, —DOAVAZEICHER, T2, B LR S RS A
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E2: BPrEEPAINIR5E

ESFIE, RIAN RS RO RSBk, TSR SO, SRR ATE A SR
LIS

Ban, &Ry 5L A 2 H R — B R B2 938 (powerful effect )
HAZEIIR (limited effect) M, 245 RKRAEIL (Bennett & Iyengar, 2008;
Chaffee & Metzger, 2001; Holbert, Garrett, & Gleason, 2010) o [fi M\ FEEEIEHY
MR, BN REEPN— A, CRESNEFRERENE, X
SIS TERREAN I B 2SRRI I RR R 2, TR, F
“OR7 ERE 997 ARR A, FEI eSS e AT I, Y
7 B AR NRIEAEORER, (HER W TR T 2RSS AR
PR, A STR RN Jeddes” o JSUM, TR TS BJCHLEBUAE
BEIRTEtFs, AT RN “orBoR 2 s o BT AT DARERSS, el PR ES
W, XHURT RRE . BalE . N FRE NI Z R E ) AR
AR, XA “F7 AR AATERIFA, M2 AR M BRI A
%, PP ANFE 0 ARSI, [
INFTRIFE S5t D 47 AN A PR A 0 FRAT IR 32 B SO ARG A (e dt , it
2 e B8l , LA IS AR A SRR, A2 2 45 T sk 593k
DOFEEE T A FITAL A 1o 17 [

A TEAFRUERIC T AL ERIC R R IR NE

P2 e S — N EE S OIS, B R B ERRY, XOER
FOSCBEEEIR s BanpUERIREE Y “DEEESE™ A1 “pUeR” , BB R s 2
—, SCERFER EELCR . HABI T AREIE TR RAE” , WM E
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“ZRCIRT, anigEh ) s, RAFERETIN KRGS, F. 1k
PRIZRE PR e —AN I AL, FEEME RO B OO OME S, TRl SelTiet
DIEHGTHEIE . PIIPEE AR NG R R L e 5 I MRS s
“URGE” MERAERC CRAMTERRE” PR A CWIEIRE” SRS (Feng &
Zhao, 2016; Zhaoetal, 2016, 2018; RULMH, 2012; RO & 1H4klE, 2014 )
ez, “deBRRhE” A DA S A AR R A A RS G, R —
A TPBHEIE”  (open theory ) o “UeiFIRE" FICIABUBIAIfEA B 2 HRPE,
I E—A “Ap3Hie”  (gnerative theory ) o
(STESfE: RAKIE)
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