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King of Communication: An Archeological Study of the
Chinese “Sheng” and “Shengren”
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Abstract

In Chinese culture, there is a worship of the “Sheng” and “Shengren” always enjoys high
status. “Sheng”, in ancient history, has homology to the witch and is the earliest professional
communicator. The prototype of “Shengren” is "the king of communication" who is capable of
extraordinary communication skills. “Shengren” can communicate with everything in the world,
including the God. This is the foundation of all the legitimacy of “Shengren” in Chinese culture.
In spite of changes of Shengren’s images and connotation, certain characteristics are from the
same strain, such as, acknowledgeable, flexible, and enlightening. Compared with the Western
sages, the Chinese “Shengren” roots in the native culture of the Shamanism tradition and thus has

unique characteristics. This paper aims at doing an archaeological research about the origin of
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“Shengren” by probing into the ancient Chinese character “Sheng”.
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WMRE T H#TAPE, JHARAETRIEDN, FRMEEE F AN, (FR) MM
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A, SRR TIE. 7 GRAR2013) MM RR Al AL AN, Hmss
M W2 o ALTAEUN, BBCE RN, WS SR AL Tk
No HALFACIHFARY, il “HX5, WESH? 7 ( Geid - &) )
£ Cieil) H, LTI EEANECE, (gl ) HASIGER AN, #
“XET SRR LA IR, (B EER, 2009:8) AT, FLPr{iaRm 2%
de, e Bl ARSE . SLTHEA A, A, BT AL EA
L RN CPTEEE, AR, W)y, SR AR, T
Z FBR, B Y, s H T, fdrash, FRAMEE, BEARE
Wo ptFW. 7 CLT5AE - L) ) AL TrBEABLLEEAE, HEE SR
YR T —LOARE MRS, AL AR “H AL R BN, R AL AR
IARELAEN TCF RS, BB AR A s, Mt Geil)
Hoe HiRi. HHETSE (2007: 80-92) WAL T2 “FEA55S KN A7 L 3XiE
RN 7 IR, ARG ENT e AL IR BB, fLye—
MR BJR N ATEA, AL MARSE B i AR —

BB AL TR IS RE R, 22" MR SCRR T2 AIbRdE 1, ax B
BRIEFRNFZEN EWVFdEHESeA: (2008: 28) FrdgtHm:  “BHALFiE, A1
TEAMBREA TS, IO EERMIAA FIIRZ 9EN. 7 R ERIEAN
B TRMAEESAAL, SO T NIRRT BO—R CNET o —J5, A
SAE “BARKRUEEAR" IS, S—J7i, EARRRE T, s Al
A IXFPE AR T i “EASEFZEE. 7 ((ET - &1 h) )R
REFYUAT LD T E RO, 5k A 2mER” o EF (1992
214) MBE—PH “FN” WA, Hwy “NORMT o AR D RA
ZEE” o MBCEZERE “BRMT , FHLOHZ AR, b 2B IERIN
R, ANEAT, A7 BRI E, ettt 7, MR IR L
Ha,

(=) MWARER %

BRI WA 75— 25 ek 3, MRS EES, s “X+7 B
Az, B EP AR EE, 5 ER R T Ita R AR HE T &
BRI AR, 2R B Ao o BEINIIA Dy, Xt PR ARk AR I RO A%
FRBUT R, T /5 EA D BN HOREHTR, SR —5. &
(X — TR 2N B—REBREER N, Si— KM “X 1" 5.
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CHESIAN, 1998 ) X — A E AR el ——a T B AR T . AYE%
W, X ET AT AR, RIS TS I . AR R R A
L T AR Gt ) R, () U8, () M2 k37,
S ZEF AR IR ZM ., BEDE, 2010: 157) Al 75K (MR
WHER) AR, BFFKNENEZ S AR TFER, AMAE, TEXAGE
L, fEHBdL. SN, PR TR, (L2, RERETR, &
TEW, 7 (CHT - WER ) ) BTGRP N ZERE FEA, HERIEEA
B NHEMTER R EA S, BEARRARZ AT, XA, fEeXHEn, 25
KN, 7 CAF - 1ER))

HNF BB E TS TR a7 i SRR A
HAER TR EECEE . (BEER) 1 (BURD) B “FAZNEW, —5, 0,
— % —HMETH —THMAAT, —BO T o 7 X AR AR
W, S5 CRRT BERMFANAAE. SR AR
REZETAZ YA, BohmERR, 7 ( (GEEEF - TR ) ikl 2n
ST, W ReAE AL DRI, ATUL B, R=ET ( CEEET - A
&) ) o RFMEATERFINFEI N, Aok, 2 MR Sl
ITENE” EN

P, BN, BRGEMCEHEXEEZL, BOIAIELSWAT . /&
RZIAT, ZEEAEHHCREX T, 2RAZIN:  CREMER, #ET
EET o FMZAHE: CaRi, KARER. T wILAA: CEaimAL fEFIT]
o T B, BUREIR. 7 SN, BIGERTREDL “FEERET NWEESA
QUK N BEERRM “RE” , BRIl “RFE” BlE. (N, 2011: 50—
82) T3¢ (itfly - L) Ul:  “WRETGE, AMRMX" o TR, IERERBEIT W
X7 20, AR RSN T EERAR XEEAE (2008: 9) $8H: e
RN BT REZ L, RNSOAHET, X EhRE I, RERZNSE L
FE-MANACAN R, ACAENE . thEAEC AT, ST
T BRI AR, HAGENGEIE, aoWmXd,. X8, X5, %
ho IR o et S A TR o

RERTZIE, TURFX “WRE” —FEEE (R, 2011: 50-82) , {H “Z&
WUAE, S cssEn e, 22 ZBSGSuEgItns—h—" GF
H, 1993) o APEPRILUEERuzshd, B3 “RMA" =0 F R MM
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W, SRS R S RMESIMEN o (CHIRE, 2008: 504) 2 A5
BRI AMS LR T o A g R NG, ATRUEIINARK) <%
N7 BTy, A%, OEHE, mE % mis ClirpMe) © o
Fooe 2Ry o (BRI - 2 L B - A AER) FEE, BSIE XA
ZH, (ERRIME Y FIEF 2%, (AR ) A1 GEASAR) S YA, 2
P E N G EAA A, HhRfE A, BTEAEE THERLIMTMAS, &
BRI TN E =ML . NI AEDLE N B IS, SA AR 1
WA AT, BTN, HEMTE R IA—E.  (JAXH, 2011: 50—
82) WA Azl FAR B S IR — 7 T BAURSS . 55— 5 Tt B4 Firifl
29, XPPZRARREE P R RTEGR " TR AIEI 2.
o, B ERETARARREEIL, S AR, BT A RIRRIEG & R E
VERISENR, (R AN T2 A ¥R L aeAT AU AT e N iE TR .

EBRGR, REXIN I HAR, BB SO, X
PGB R 22 N BB MAR R IY, BEARE T 2L, (B A7 36 4R G
R, N8 LS AR S B, DR F S E T, R —
ANEBGE . ETE, S RV T RN E SRR, FOREUR AR IE R
A R R BRUE JEH RS, HENUER, BRI AT . RAJER, {53R0L
HRRE X RS TRIE, ROKALE, WEERET . mISAHR (CERESC) |
XN CESEHATIZ Y « B CRIZESSE) |« U (Eait) o P (#g] ) S0
PE R N, S bR ARSI o T SRR gt nl DLE IE] E it
MARERR, IR R AR, g, “FRAE” & LEmfegs—-
(B REBL) - Wl is, 5, el 7 Akl “4aiiam” 1y
G, FERBELET R ORI, 22807 5RIWENRER, Sbr FITR T
CEONARET A Bl TR, BECSEMEE R T, Rt

BEAh, SR EREAR R 7, XOMEESER A b AR R
ke ElARE SR WM, T8 “IEOME" o SHOERAEEIE. 4.
B WSS BRAS, O TR R CELN, KRB, X TR A
F N IEEN T, AR UXAS “Fe” 2Rl AR e AR BT
PV AT A I AR . XA A AR R S B B 2 B LR SR 25T
BT ARME G PR A, ANIBEE T ARSI R GRS, 1 AL 21X
— PR SEREASTIbRE, HEN T ARSI . EEFIF, 2012: 29) 7]
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W, et AR S AR A B H IO, R S 2oe i AR AR
RS ET P EEAR E o

(=) X2 A FIE, (TR RESNEREE

HISCEL R, AR S BRI SR IR T H FLR7mRE /), et NS AR AT A
HARFRA, ILEHE NS TV S ARSI, AR 6 S5 Ekne /1 Fix R
GoRth TR BUERE IS, AN B2 L, JEiH
FANWOROREE TX 45 BT, T ST s

M D LSRR S R i AT TR H, TR N Bl DR e —
HIERE S B, XMz Flit, hER S MO2E
AR, WEEERN NN — DRGSR AN ST, (5 - W - 5
) - MRz pE, mPINAK, FEAFERA, ok kR, 7 (ET - &
M) o A, AtImh. 7 (Rlid - SRig) H: fERZIEE, BRI,
Wi, it 7 EiEF.  “EAZEARIMIESE, RBRAEAIL” .
( (BKEE - WAER) ) I X dmii e A SRk & 5802 s
i,

FNWNEREE GBI EAHLMEN SN, WA BT, THT%
e 7 C CRREK - MEZE - KW ) ) BEATVLER, TR, BEAT 4R
WRO— MR EEREE . SEHEEAL IR T2, WER M2, LIk 2
5t 7 (B2 ATE) )%hs , MEA B ERIRECZ N tlis & 5%
W B (2001: 28) 5. “HUHEREEIRIRBUE 25 05 . SN
B, BRIt B IR R i BR TR RIAIN, SO e B AR
FPRORIR, BT 5 Bz e ge AR B BRI, e X e kiRt A4 TR
UK BN, PR T RSRE IR . i REEEAR. T T,
A ARER S ARARARDG o ARBE SR RSO A A A7, o R RIS AL 1R
Ho BN, MR EEASE, MATE L, LA =A%)
TR 1. (il - BORAD) FRERRIRg R, (SRR ) #RAR
RN RTINS, AR, g K. 2 e Kt A5, (175
2z, AE CRPIIND =0, 2K wAUkmy, MEGE £, 1F OBS0) « fF
CRI%) o FBAE ) o RTIgHS B YL, F-E CGaslEH ) F
I -

AR, SRR BN, “EAROMRE, HEEmgt. 5
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AR, BRSNS, 7 daE LS - TOE ) ) B, AR
BRI IR T HORBR A, SRBITR Rl poe IR R A AR fidt 2 45
MRS AR AR, " (ZFPE, 2006: 58 ) EAHLE T AR il A i
R A AZEW, AN b NSO

et R R FE N BRI TR, TR Samammia ), B8Rk K
T R SRR IR T, (MPRE ) H: A, R, B
hz, BREZ; Wik, feiliz. 7 (B - HEmE) . h2fEE, P
ONEY 2 ONE) #, BRI, SeXPAIRE, EAR, Bk
B 7 LB, AP, BULK MRS AN ERM A, XA
SEIEMREA, “XAHE, H2EW” o (CHT - 80%) ) FANEITERRE
ML, EFB: “FARTLHZH, TATZH « —DEEARNEAZ O
H, POPRE T B, W TR, AU C CGBTRL - BAD ), “EA
Y1 BEANT H AU e, B A TR A L S AR (¢
woUny ), e EG RS RO

HEZE AR — AR B M il e T IO I 1 BT — DA B 2 15
Wo FIXER, HEES “HHE RKAARN, JTHE . X AHEPMEL
J&, SRR A BTA R S AT AR o AT IR AR A RERR 2 2%
Ao “BeZ 2k, ZARIMIE. RIEZE, RSy, ARt SR
LA ? G2 1 M ZIEDORATE, WGz, 7 ( CRREAERK - 170 - 4
) ) B et ante, Wy TR E R, W BRI
B —ANRFHE L ARSI T iX— M. (fLid - TsE) - “BHHmM, Bl
WrBte " (Zeff - WAITAE) - “EAMR, SIATE, BN, &PME4, &
PRz, 7 (slid - ARG )« “WORFWTIEL, B FA ks, Sk, sk
BB, W, MR, W, TR, FEAMETR, ThUS, Emahgg, Bk, &
gz, miEERE, BUETIAME. 7 G - mal) - B0, wR T
HRNERS, ITBL ~ Tl T ST WA RS %
7 WEESRE, FRIGEASEZOHEIRKE BN, TS, mire
7 o DDA, ACRIERAEE :  “fREAIHE . ®E? 7 fAFE: B2 AP
=, AT BATDARE, Rt R OB AT, WISt ENMS R, T
HoF Ramth, 7 ( COUDMIREE - BEsE—) ) AIWRE M Arefi 3Ok
“EET  EF QERIE) o BZAUUAE, et FrRAmE, mist. 2k
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NETANT, WX 7 ((ERR) £7) o ABFER, T A5
IR P F A EE A IIE SR 1 AR N7 AR — MR T 5 A L3R
Z IR o

AW, AW SIS G AEIXA e g, S BRI il —
PMEMERENERRE . MEh b G E1%, EAFE— M ahmE, fF
A= ANHIIATRE RS SR MG STReEl e E—UBTy, XA
FESTHTHIIE 5226500 I PITR B

. BZER: PARRARNLERSIT

S NAIRRES, PET I FABAFAE . Sage, Saint, Heiligerik Philosopher#B e /i
TN, RN ER A E IR /& HEEET . HERyY
ML, AP AR SRR . SRS (20110 7) BB R
YREPWNEINE 28, B, B X F7 , RIS 5
7o SR, EACERTIRE T HOUERE R R RIS N
X7 ME . MhEE (PR RHERTTERGE, SR IEE T KSR
NG AN AL, EARZ AR RN, EaRfEeded: (2005
113-143) Frgtiny: w52 LB SR e 3R E B, H I 2 &
IHEREANE ZAZNT ], BAEEARERRT, SEALIRERERT
3, BERARIEE NN, MAERERE 2R N AR NAEGERIE, E2
R s Gt AGEFNER S PRI AR P, B20% A TR EE 5 AR T
EAR, AN AT, MG ZIBFELLE SR AR S A AR B, 7 #EE
BAER . FHCRFEER - BIT (2007: 265) [ (RIXEUWAY —BikK, 7
JIEBE “ph3e”  (Holy&Sacred) , fEMHHHE FOUE T “HENEE" H5
S, ARH AR A BT SRR . #h2% (Holy ) BIi245 (Holiness), s 2340
SR — MR R S ITANTOE, ERRAE—M SRRRTERET AR,

i HP S AR AR T g, RE T, AT B 2N,
RN (752%) BB Zia 2, MOS80 X EIE 4, X AEpe st FU2
BAN . (EBFER], 2010) Mok T AR, A “ERANG" A 1ol
By, BRI AR, SONPE TR AESN S, R4 a1,

AW, BT RS SRR A, IR T5 026 AN SEhs 1 2B SR
HSCHES Y 227 AT APTRR AR Saine, HHSCI S8 AME SR —FirhE S0k
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FEA I, SaintUERRIN S 1. BRI 18 U PE T S H SR 1A A7
TERBRESCe R A7 HEd, JFERE XN XA MRS B %
4 “Shengren” (FEFEHL, 2011) o EEFER, HINHTHNXEANFLHETZINE
S, REAE EERMNT RS A b, R ARSI,

B, PR ASCEE SRE B A, IE AR A O Saint 1 5 I il e
[, P& “a person that the Christian Church recognizes as being very holy, because of
the way they have lived or died” o FEEHAN Pt ARNEFNES, 4 T2t
M BS54 AATTER B BBEE g 55 A0 AL A0 R B AR 58, AEAt AT I
BOE 2T ERX PR FRR R M FReE ey i 25 B elin 3=
B BB SIOBIE L, PRI BB, EE T AR
K&, W BBAESEFE, TP D R R MEFE, Mift RS i
NI ARG 5EFF . fEhihad, XL E & A8 FItEa TR, Ml I E ik
HEBIX A2, X BB BUS AR S HEDA S N A TS R AL, A%
TEIWBEEM. (MR, 2012) Ak, XEXGEETR B InE A ARl
FIEMEN. “HXT BES—WRU), RN tal, BMERE stk
FEIEE i Sty thFTREEEASHMEARRSRY “R6E7 o REBMRIEL P
HSATH FANF . (R AP REE RN, 2009: 284) [HIEEATFA
THASIIINE, HAEEERAT LRSS, kBT AR KA A1
SRR

B, EIFENGEN G R R AE S, BARSE AfiAER . HESC
H, HEETIN, SHES5ARIE, AR AZ R i, e
AN P AR S E AT 2 % e i A i 27 Eh ek ), B
MfE, HEANRGZBIZAEEEm, I EEBII S AAHR L sk,
PEJ5 i RN VB E R B H OISR, WS A SRR R R Ll
B, WM LERINA . KRR XRES, EEEXS T MR REUNE, T
AV, EEFE A S AT A (Standage,2013: 210) &0 & 5EZ 11
— AR RE S R At S AR A LS S (Super& Turley, 2005:139)0
MRS, RERENER VR ER . WRfEA A (1987: 145-157) $5HY:
“ENBAAEA, NS DU, AR . X0 E SO — AR
ZEREN(1918) G HRH AR PE T PRI AN TR] fhidd:  “FR5 2 2 A& i ZETG ik
L SRR SHAE . A RS A A PI7 2 F AR MR R ., 2
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FRSSTELARI AL AR S M A,

L, VIR 2 ()~ () 7 P, R A2
=2 (AR) =8 () 7 =0 e SRACE P HKAOPFNEE (Eliade, 2002: 5) 1F
(Rt S HHE Y —Phifail: S IEX P XM R R, 2
7 D3 SRR s N P 2 R R AE IR DL 7 FEP8 5 R B0, A2 (Saints )
ATEA (Sinners) , E5BAN R4 EARR/RT (2013: 61) ArfaH:
AP SRR Z R WS, ANl S T Rl S, sE TR S
T S ARSI 2 (RIS — A, #E X R R —. 7 BRI SE
B rh R HIHE S N o AEAEIE A= (198 1) 78 (ki i =AM )
— SRR T RSO ARSI (Continuity of being ) , ftbiid:  “rhiE#T
SR —, RETCAEY . B, 2. ASRRAG SN TR E R E L
AT A E A B SR o X BT A FHFRARAS BRI TR 1Y AF SR
POAGRNE, FIPL C BRE g Y s, 0 AR IR0 L= rIEIm b
USR], 7 RIS SR o, R AT DR A, F ] L E AR
o A BORWIFEIRE, B IR DI rT DA 6N, il Al 18
HREFT LA SN ik “f5 3" st A, feY BRI, YRt DARREA,
KEE T AhEANMEH, X5 N2 FIHRALN AR, X5 AR T
AR R R WA

TEEHGK, HEEAAR T2 AREEAE TR EZ A L m T b RS
o, XEPEHENT RS R ], IEAKICE (1997:5) FITEHIT:

TAFHFRAEARINE LAY F R, 2R KER)FAHLE

L LA RGERER, BAAZA, IRARANALIALESEFTEZENTH

7 X, w7y LR REG T N )R CRFNR LS, ACARERRNER

W 12 e B IFfe B KA KA R OGS, 4o P BABi, 3k AL R—KF

RAH L LT FHNER,

EHEK, ERXMrEEE g Lz SE N T R AR, Rk
R, RNEEEHECUEP “X A" (Man of God HSaint ) , WEEIEHR “X%
A" (RishizkSaddhu ) , ZREJH430by “E A7 (Wali) , H KA. i
THUE” MThie S5 M it G b E S RIS bt o WIS AR AE K
NGB RIS T OB R A, R i Sl i T P 7 S R S 4k
AR, EE SIS L G EEE N fEh— Mg 5EREN M, hE
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FNFAGEEWIIE P HIE, X —RrEE RSy s Fah—Je
(SifESif: M7 )

#8 [Notes]

1. BRNERHN X FRERNE “E” FHES, B —RENS, ‘X7, “E"ELHER
N7, BHAEZHh— Lbr b, EHe “B” FEERBREEFTXRRESEANFRENE, &
bR “F” RN LENGERRSEEBNOXET. AMSERL, AXEZBMIR
MIENSE.

2. XTFERIEEF BRE—ISEREFT, ERIFLELHE—NEX FE QRXHET)
WEFENEEFE”, BER. RRFPZEANLETXMUE. BX—U AR, FHAM
BEXEFNFELE, EBERAR—ITESREF. AP, EFENGESEN, IR ED
HEENFA. EHEITREEXNHZEWAE. B TAEEEAMANTEZFSEN
k. TETEN(PEXFER) SIEEFRBASET, tAAZHNAF T, MOE,
SE. EXPHEFNT “T7 & tMAATREZFZNFR. EEMRTIAAZE—M4HEESE
T, MEEOREZES, XTI “T” ELBE —PNER. ERLWIP@mEE, ZFM
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