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New pattern of news production in the era of big data:
Ideas, practice and reflection of sensor journalism

XU Xiangdong

Abstract

News media are relying more and more on data information, which leads to the emergence
of sensor in the field of news production. Sensor journalism refers to a new pattern of news
production in which we obtain data through sensor, and after analyzing and integration, blend
them into news reports in certain ways, thus telling a story. In recent two years, some American

media have given further interpretation to this new pattern through a series of investigative
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reporting, some of which even won the Pulitzer Prize thanks to this. When professional journalists
have a lot of experiences in sensor journalism, they may make a new pattern of news production,
but inevitably some legal and ethical issues are coming out and should be studied.
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B [Notes]
1. A (working) typology of sensor journalism projects (n.d.). Retrieved from https://medium.
com/@dangerbui/a-working-typology-of-sensor-journalism-projects-c0042a0410af.
2. Speeding-Cops (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/speeding-cops/.
Cicada tracker (n.d.). Retrieved from http://project.wnyc.org/cicadas/.

4. ShotSpotter detection system documents 39,000 shooting incidents in the district (n.d.).
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Retrieved from http://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/shotspotter-detection-system-
documents-39000-shooting-incidents-in-the-district/2013/11/02/055f8e9c-2ab1-11e3-8ade-
alf23cdal3Se_story.html.

5. Planet money's t-shirt project (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.npr.org/series/248799434/
planet-moneys-t-shirt-project/.

6.  How sensor journalism can help us create data, improve our storytelling (n.d.). Retrieved from
http://www.poynter.org/news/media-innovation/210558/how-sensor-journalism-can-help-us-
create-data-improve-our-storytelling/.

7.  www.niemanlab.org/2013/01/c-w-anderson-the-public-is-still-a-problem-and-other-lessons-
from-rebuilding-the-news/.

8. http://journalists.org/2014/03/06/social-newsgathering-charting-an-ethical-course/.

9.  www.poynter.org/latest-news/the-next-journalism/223657/why-be-transparent-is-now-a-better-

ethical-principle-than-act-independently/.
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